Marge & Adam Parmenter: What We Believe
1. THE SCRIPTURES
We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as originally written were God-breathed, both verbally
and in every part. We believe God communicated through Spirit-controlled men so that the Scriptures are without
error, authoritative, and complete. We believe the Bible is the supreme revelation of God’s will for mankind and
constitutes the only infallible guide for faith and life.
Psalm 119:128; Matthew 5:18; 2 Peter 1:19-21; John 17:17; Revelation 22:18, 19; John 10:34, 35; 2 Timothy 3:16; Hebrews 4:12

2. THE TRUE GOD
We believe in the one eternal God, the Creator of all things; that in the unity of the Godhead there are three Persons:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, identical in essence and equal in power and glory.
Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 46:9; 1 Corinthians 8:6; Exodus 20:2, 3; Matthew 3:16, 17; Deuteronomy 4:35, 6:4; John 1:1-3; Hebrews 1:8

3. GOD THE FATHER
We believe that God the Father is holy and loving. Unlimited in time, space, knowledge, and power, the Father has
planned for His glory all that comes to pass and purposed from eternity to redeem a people for Himself. In His
sovereignty, He is neither author nor approver of sin, nor does He negate the accountability of moral, intelligent
creatures. Although distinct from His creation, He is immanently at work in it, intervening as He chooses.
Psalm 103:19; Ephesians 1:4; James 1:13; Habakkuk 1:12, 13; John 8:38, 47; 1 Peter 1:17; Psalm 139: 1-16; 1 Corinthians 8:6; John
5:17

4. THE LORD JESUS CHRIST
We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God. Conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary, He became “God manifest in the flesh.” As fully God and fully man He lived an absolutely sinless life. He
voluntarily died to make a full and vicarious atonement for our sins. He arose from the dead on the third day and
ascended bodily into heaven.
Isaiah 7:14; 1 Peter 2:22; 3:18; Matthew 1:18-25; 28:6; John 1:1

5. THE HOLY SPIRIT
We believe that the Holy Spirit is the promised Comforter sent by the Father and the Son, possessing full personality
and deity. He convicts the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment. He is the agent of the new birth, at which time
He baptizes believers into the body of Christ, and His work among believers is that He seals, indwells, fills, guides, and
teaches. The sign gifts of prophecy, speaking in tongues, interpretation of tongues, miracles and healing, were
powerful indicators in New Testament times whereby the authenticity of the gospel was established on earth but
these gifts are not for today.
John 7:39; 14:16-17, 26; 16:7-11; 1 Corinthians 12:8-13, 28-31; 13:8-12; Hebrews 2:1-4, 9:14; Acts 1:4,5; Revelation 22:18-19; Romans
12:3-8; Ephesians 1:13-14, 4:7-11

6. ORIGINS
We believe God created everything out of nothing in six literal twenty-four hour days. This is clear from Genesis
1:1 the phrase translated "heavens and the earth" to the Hebrew mind signified the entire universe. The
universe consists of matter, energy and time. Genesis chapter 1 further develops the doctrine of creation, by
leaving no doubt to the reader, stating "morning and evening" for each day. This is how people, even today, talk
about a simple twenty-four hour period: a single day. The six day creation is clearly confirmed in Exodus 20:11
"For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh
day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it."
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7. MANKIND
We believe the Scriptures teach that men and women are created in God’s image. Adam was created by a direct act
of God as described in Genesis 1 and not from any previously existing form of life. By voluntary transgression he fell
from his state of innocence, in consequence of which all mankind are now sinners by nature and by choice, and
therefore under just condemnation to everlasting, conscious punishment, separated from God.
Genesis 1:27; Romans 3:23, 5:12-19; Isaiah 53:6; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9

8. SALVATION
We believe the Scriptures teach that the salvation of sinners is initiated by a loving God, wholly of grace, and
accomplished only through the mediating work of the Son of God. It is upon the sole condition of faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ. The sinner must be born again, being regenerated by the power of the Holy Spirit thereby receiving a
new nature. The believer who has exercised personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is justified and in possession of a
salvation which is eternally secure. An evidence of salvation is a life of obedience to God producing good works.
John 3:3-6, 16; 10:28, 29; 2 Corinthians 7:9, 10; Ephesians 2:8-10; Titus 3:8; Acts 13:39, Ephesians 2:8-10, 1 Peter 1:18-23, Romans
5:1,9; Romans 2:4 I Timothy 2:5, 6; 2 Peter 1:4

9. THE CHURCH
We believe the Scriptures teach that the Church of Jesus Christ, distinct from Israel in the Old Testament, was
inaugurated at Pentecost and must be considered in two aspects: the local church and “the church which is His body.”
This “body” is the entire company of believers in Christ. A local church is an organized assembly of baptized believers,
associated by a commitment to the faith, fellowship, and proclamation of the gospel, and observing the ordinances of
believer’s baptism by immersion and the Lord’s Supper. The Scripture identifies two offices in local churches. The
terms overseer, elder, and pastor or shepherd all refer to the same office. The other is the office of deacon. Matthew
28:19, 20; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Titus 1:5-9; Philippians 1:1; Acts 1:5; 2:1-4; 10:44, 45; 11:15, 16; Ephesians 1:22, 23; Hebrews 12:23; 1
Timothy 2:11-14; 3:1-13

10.

BAPTISM AND THE LORD’S SUPPER

We believe the Scriptures teach that baptism is the immersion of a believer in water, in the name of the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, representing the believer’s death to sin and his resurrection to a new life. We believe that the Lord’s
Supper is a commemoration of Christ’s death to be observed by believers until His return and should be preceded by
honest self-examination.
Matthew 28:19, 20; Acts 2:41-47; 8:36-39; Romans 6:3-5; 1 Corinthians 11:23-28

11. FUTURE EVENTS
We believe in the coming of Christ in the air to take His saints to be with Him. This imminent event will be followed by
the seven-year tribulation which will conclude with His second coming to the earth to establish His millennial reign.
cast into the lake of fire, along with death, hell, and the unrighteous dead.
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Zechariah 14:4-11; Revelation 20:1-15; 21:1

12. CONCERNING THE ETERNAL STATE
We believe the Scriptures teach the bodily resurrection of the just and the unjust. The just, those who have been
redeemed, will spend eternity in full enjoyment of God’s presence. The unjust, those who through impenitence and
unbelief refuse to accept God’s offer of mercy, will spend eternity in everlasting, conscious punishment.
Psalm 16:11, Daniel 12:2, 3; 1 Corinthians 15:50-56; 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10; John 5:28, 29; Revelation 20:14, 15; Matthew 25:46
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